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President’s  Message 

It  is  nearly  the  New  Year,  that  season  of  vibrant 
plumeria  and  flowering  trumpet  vines  in  your 
own  gardens  and  on  Grace  Marchant’s  steps, 
all  with  a  garnish  of  red  cotoneaster  berries. 
Sometimes  I  think  each  year’s  small  fortune  in 
THD  volunteer  energy,  so  typified  by  Grace’s 
lifelong  effort,  can  be  easily  understood  on  a 
warm  windless  Pall  morning  by  walking  from 
coffee  on  Washington  Square,  up  to  Coit  Tbwer, 
down  our  many  flowery  steps,  with  another 
coffee  in  Levi  Square,  and  on  to  the  ships  and 
Bay’s  edge.  Certainly  any  neighborhood  can  be 
improved,  but  this  one  is  indeed  rare,  needing 
few  major  changes. 

This  is  the  time  of  year  to  recognize  those  many 
residents  who  accomplish  so  much  to  improve 
the  Hill’s  habitability.  Two  easy  ways  to  restate 
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that  same  shared  commitment:  give  your 
neighbor  or  friend  a  THD  membership  for 
Christmas;  do  your  holiday  shopping  among 
our  local  merchants. 

Year-end  recognition  of  many  of  our  Members, 
our  Board,  the  Committees,  Officers,  and 
neighbors  is  well  deserved.  But  though  the 
Board  and  I  would  like  to  thank  so  many  of  you 
individually,  there  is  too  little  space  in  this  pint- 
sized  newspaper. 

Year-end  is  also  a  time  to  re-examine  objectives, 
a  good  moment  to  plan  new  efforts.  There’s 
always  change  ahead  in  this  city.  In  early  1906, 
who  could  have  foreseen  a  village  of  ‘  ‘earth¬ 
quake  shacks”  covering  Washington  Square? 
When  Juana  Briones’  potato  farm  in  the 
‘  ‘Spanish  Lot”  (Washington  Square)  gave  way 
to  an  invasion  of  squatting  Gold  Rush  Chilenos 
in  the  1850 ’s  (before  the  Italians  arrived),  who 


could  have  predicted  then  the  grace  of  100  Thi 
Chi  enthusiasts  sweeping  together,  a  sight  now 
seen  most  mornings  under  Ben  Franklin’s 
bemused  stare? 

What  will  1990  bring  Washington  Square  and 
the  Hill? 

Some  of  the  year’s  Hill  Highlights:  A  Rather  Big 
Shake;  the  proposal  of  two  large  additions  of 
housing,  at  Old  Safeway  and  the  Malt  Factory; 
a  new  public  aquarium;  the  rebuilding  of  the 
Wharf’s  fishing  industry,  assisted  by  quake 
damage  on  Pier  45;  multiple  parking  and  traf¬ 
fic  battles;  the  saving  of  some  fine  older 
buildings  on  Grant  and  on  Castle;  an  unending 
trash  war  that  received  positive  City  Hall  in¬ 
terest  and  support;  a  ribbon  cutting  at  a  two- 
tree  parklet;  some  tree  saving  emergencies  ear¬ 
ly  in  the  year;  a  theater  on  Bannam  Place  that 
has  (nearly)  been  saved;  a  night  of  reviewing 
political  choices  prior  to  the  November  elec¬ 
tion;  resistance  to  the  onslaught  of  ex¬ 
pressways,  freeways,  and  the  big  road  builders 
continues  apace;  some  renewed  THD  interest 
in  the  schools  and  library  recently  flickered, 
and  may  soon  flame;  a  perplexing  ‘  ‘mixed-use’  ’ 
of  our  school  playgrounds  for  parking  arose  and 
an  equally  perplexing  playground  for  big  kids 
was  proposed  at  China  Basin  (read  Ballpark), 
as  both  split  the  membership  about  50/50,  pro 
and  con;  plus  other  items  on  your  list  I’ve  no 
doubt  missed. 

Internally,  the  Hill  Dwellers  continue  to 
restructure  and  broaden  committees,  a  process 
that  will  continue  in  the  year  ahead.  The  Hill’s 
bedrock  of  dedicated  volunteers  continue  their 
good  works  (Nancy  Katz,  for  example,  helped 
save  THD’s  mascot  bus  line,  the  #39  Coit  in 
1954,  and  she  is  still  protecting  our  bus  services 
at  Muni  hearings,  35  years  later). 

In  that  spirit,  I  hope  each  of  you  will  focus  on 
a  project  in  1990  for  the  neighborhood,  one  that 
reflects  the  generous  spirit  of  the  holidays,  and 
one  stretching  into  all  twelve  months  ahead. 

Rod  Freebaim  Smith 


Letter  to  the  Editor: 

Editor: 

In  a  letter  to  the  Editor  ( Chronicle  11/1 7)  David 
Grove,  a  resident  ofTblegruph  Hill  and  member 
of  the  Dwellers,  eocpressed  his  opinion  that  the 
Embarcadero  Freeway  should  be  saved. 

I  am  not  writing  to  argue  with  him  over  the 
fate  of  this  Freeway,  but  to  clarify  his  think¬ 
ing  on  the  way  a  neighborhood  organization 
works.  He  wanted  ''To  make  certain  that  a 
neighborhood  association  like  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers  does  not  create  the  impression 
of  a  unified  voice  in favor  of  removing  the  Em¬ 
barcadero  Freeway.  ’  ’  He  also  stated  that '  'For 
the  past  13  years. . .  to  my  knowledge,  there  has 
never  once  been  a  poll  of  the  general  member¬ 
ship  on  this  issue.' ’ 

Polls  of  the  general  membership  are  not 
generally  used  to  decide  single  issues;  they  are, 
used  to  solicit  ideas  such  as  the  recent  one  that 
asked  what  businesses  residents  would  like  to 
see  encouraged  in  North  Beach. 

The  Board  votes  on  issues,  just  as  our  represen¬ 
tatives  in  Congress  vote  for  us.  If  one  does  not 
like  the  Board’s  decisions,  the  constructive 
response  is  to  contact  the  Board  members, 
bring  issues  up  at  meetings  of  the  general 
membership,  and  spend  some  time  working  to 
help  improve  the  organization. 

If  one  believes  that  THD  has  a  positive  in¬ 
fluence  on  our  environment,  it  does  no  good 
to  take  a  cheap  shot  at  in  the  local  press. 

Herb  Kosovitz 

P.S.  For  the  record,  my  vote  says  tear  the  damn 
freeway  down. 
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Telephone:  TTS-Kidl 
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Editorial  Policy 

The  Pla  n  n  i ng  &  Zon  i ng  Col u  m  n  reflects  the  of- 
f  i Cl al policy  of  th e Boa  rd.  Signed  a rt ides  are  the 
opinion  and  vienpoint  of  the  writer  only. 

Planning  &  Zoning 

Malt  Eactory 

Malt  Factory  IV  -  The  Sequel’s  Sequel 

Armax,  a  Palo  Alto  based  joint  venture  group,  will 
be  the  sixth  developer  to  attempt  the  conversion 
of  the  Malt  Factory  —  formerly  the  Bauer  & 
Schweitzer  Malting  Company  at  Chestnut,  Mason, 
Francisco  and  Powell  Streets  —  into  con¬ 
dominiums.  (You  may  recall,  Armax  was  the 
developer  for  Lombardia  on  Russian  Hill.)  Armax 
bought  the  property  outright  and  plans  to  build 
132  units,  fewer  units  than  were  planned  in  the 
previous  William  Meyer  project. 

Armax,  who  is  currently  soliciting  neighborhood 
comments  before  applying  for  building  permits, 
presented  its  team  of  architects  —  Dan  Solomon 
and  Tknner  Leddy  Maytum  Stacy  —  with  their 
preliminary  design  scheme  to  interested  parties 
at  Dan  Solomon’s  office  on  Thursday,  Oct.  26.  The 
elevations  and  floor  plans  presented  included  sav¬ 
ing  the  tower  and  six  of  the  silos;  30%  open  space; 
and  subterranean  parking  for  130  cars.  The  design 
scheme  received  initial  favorable  response, 
reports  Jean  Van  Dusen,  THD’s  Planning  and  Zon¬ 
ing  Chairperson.  But  THD  will  be  looking  for  an 
increase  in  the  percent  of  family  size  apartments. 

Ms.  Eccles’  Flag 

The  May  24th  Chronicle  ran  a  blurb  adjacent  to 
the  social  column  which  gushed  that  Ms.  Sallie 
Eccles  “had  given  herself  a  present:  a  big 
American  Flag  on  top  of  her  Tfelegraph  Hill  apart¬ 
ment  building,  and  when  the  sun  sets  a  light 
comes  on  to  illuminate  it.’  ’  That  article  noted  that 
Ms.  Eccles  had  not  applied  for  a  permit  because 
she  didn’t  know  she  needed  one,  but  quoted  her 
as  saying,  ‘  ‘People  have  been  so  helpful  and  nice. 

I  just  hope  we  can  work  it  out.’’ 

Neighbors  who  were  never  given  the  initial 


options  of  protesting  the  flag  at  its  permit  incep¬ 
tion  appealed  to  THD  to  ‘  ‘work  it  out,’  ’  citing  that 
the  flag  interrupts  the  view  from  Coit  Tower  and 
flaps  in  the  breeze  day  and  night  creating  noise 
whenever  there  is  a  breeze.  It  was  suggested  that 
Ms.  Eccles  could  share  her  treasure  if  she  donated 
the  flag  to  the  Coit  Tbwer  Plaza. 

In  July  Ms.  Eccles  left  town,  her  flag  still  flying, 
and  only  the  neighbors  were  left  to  enjoy  her 
unflagging  spirit  of  patriotism  -  through  the  third 
week  of  August. 

An  article  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
THD  Board  of  Directors  regarding  a  flag  break¬ 
ing  the  noise  ordinance  in  another  city  and  the 
fact  that  it  was  dealt  with  as  a  misdemeanor. 

More  calls  from  Board  members  were  made  to  Ms. 
Eccles  and  a  letter  was  sent  from  the  president 
of  THD  to  try  to  broach  the  increasingly  delicate 
subject  of  Ms.  Eccles’  flag,  but  to  date  there  has 
been  no  response. 

Ms.  Eccles  has  demonstrated  a  tradition  in  flying 
an  enormous  flag  from  Telegraph  Hill,  but  like  all 
demonstrations  it  is  most  appreciated  after  it  has 
ceased.  The  telegraph  flags  of  old  were  flown  to 
announce  which  ships  were  arriving.  After  all  the 
flap  it  has  created,  what  is  the  message  of  Ms. 
Eccles’  flag?  Patriotism  will  only  enjoy  a 
renaissance  among  the  neighbors  when  they  are 
no  longer  subjected  to  the  constant  noise  and  ob¬ 
trusive  night  illumination. 

Old  Safeway  Site 

The  proposed  Tkldan  development  of  the  former 
Safeway  site  on  Mason  and  Chestnut  Streets  in¬ 
cludes  130-150  units,  mostly  2  bedroom/2  bath  (99 
units)  with  138  car  subterranean  parking.  This 
“Mediterranean  Revival’’  architectural  styled 
project  will  have  three  principal  entrances  on 
Chestnut  St.  and  principal  car  entrance  on  Mason 
St. 

THD  met  with  developer  Ikldan  who  responded 
to  neighborhood  concerns  on  a  number  of  specific 
items.  Ikldan  modified  their  plans  to  increase  the 
number  of  3  bedroom  units,  and  the  number  of 
lightwells,  and  made  other  suggested  modifi¬ 


cations  to  the  plans. 

THD  was  also  concerned  about  the  impact  of  the 
Ikldan  project  on  services  on  the  Hill.  Libraries, 
school  and  parks  are  funded  by  taxes  but  family 
sized  apartments  will  dramatically  increase  the 
use  of  the  Tblegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center 
(which  provides  daycare,  after-school  and 
teenage  recreation  programs  of  critical  impor¬ 
tance  to  our  neighborhood).  Therefore,  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  neighborhood  was  requested.  The 
discussions  resulted  in  a  precedent-setting 
$50,000  contribution  to  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center  from  Ikldan.  Yet  another 
precedent  was  set  when  Ikldan  made  4  units  ‘  ‘af¬ 
fordable  housing.’’ 

In  the  future  THD’s  aim  will  be  to  increase  the 
percentage  of  affordable  units  to  at  least  25% 
while  continuing  to  seek  contributions  to 
neighborhood  facilities. 

Although  most  neighborhood  groups  are  pleas¬ 
ed  with  the  Planning  Commission’s  action  on  this 
project,  an  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  will 
be  made  by  a  group  of  residents  on  Water  St.  who 
feel  further  modifications  to  the  project  should 
be  made. 

THD  feels  the  review  process  with  close  developer 
and  neighborhood  participation  has  produced  a 
model  of  cooperation  that  THD  hopes  will 
characterize  future  housing  development 
reviews. 


Classified  Ad 

If  you  know  of  a  good  playground/childcare 
situation  for  a  toddler,  please  call  Bob  &  Mia 
Morrill,  982-4850. 


5 


Where  Were  You? 


ORIENTAL  RUGS 
Silk  or  wool.  Handmade. 
Highest  Quality. 

Imported  from  Kashmir. 

Call  Cheryl  Bentley,  392-4081 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship" 
CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  »  781-6277 _ 


“Where  were  you?”  In  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area,  everyone  now  knows  that  this  question 
really  means  “Where  were  you  at  5:04  PM  on 
October  17,  1989?” 

I  was  at  my  firm’s  new  offices  —  new  for  us, 
but  in  an  historic  building.  It’s  one  that  many 
Hill  Dwellers  know:  the  warehouse  at  the  base 
of  the  cliff,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  &  Lombard,  built  in  1884  —  the  one 
with  a  corrugated  iron  awning  sheltering  a 
wide  wooden  porch  a  few  steps  above  the 
street.  Across  the  street  from  us,  on  the  west 
side  of  Montgomery,  between  Lombard  & 
Chestnut,  is  a  large  excavation,  with  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  construction,  almost  all  still  below 
street  level. 

When  the  shaking  subsided,  my  partners  and 
I  ran  out  onto  the  porch,  just  in  time  to  see  a 
significant  part  of  the  rock  face  of  Tblegraph 
Hill  collapse.  Most  of  the  rockfall  was  from  the 
very  highest  part  of  the  cliff  that  faces  north¬ 
east,  just  below  the  woods  that  surround  Coit 
Tbwer.  (The  top  of  this  cliff  is  shown  in  David 
Myrick’s  book,  at  the  left  side  of  the  upper  pic¬ 
ture  on  page  200.)  A  few  smaller  slides  came 
from  the  cliff  farther  north,  below  but  not  en¬ 
dangering  residences. 

The  falling  rock  caused  no  apparent  damage, 
above  or  below,  mostly  coming  to  set  on  the 
slopes  of  loose  rock  at  the  base  of  the  cliff,  some 
against  the  heavy  steel  mesh  fence  that  has 
been  installed  to  protect  the  new  construction. 
The  rockfall  was  followed  by  a  heavy  cloud  of 
dust  that  completely  obscured  the  view  across 
the  street  for  several  minutes. 

And  our  building  It  came  through  the  quake 
without  a  trace  of  damage,  as  it  did  last  time, 
and  as  it  will  next  time,  not  to  mention  the 
countless  small  quakes  and  aftershocks  in  be¬ 
tween  the  big  ones.  They  don’t  build  them  like 
they  used  to! 
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Peter  Overmire 


A  Perfect  Christmas  Gift 

A  perfect  Christmas  gift  to  give  to  a  neighbor  is  a  THD  membership.  Until 
January  1  dues  are  $12;  after  that  they  will  be  $15.  To  take  advantage  of  the 
old  membership  price,  clip  and  mail  the  coupon  below  with  your  check  to 
THD.  Say  Merry  Christmas  to  a  neighbor! 

A  year’s  membership  in  THD  gives  your  neighbor  the  opportunity  to  participate 
in  these  activities: 

•  4  Dinner  Meetings 

•  2  Cocktail  Parties 

•  “Meet  the  Candidates’’  Night 

•  Christmas  Party 

•  Coit  Tower  Picnic 

•  All-City  Concert  by  the  San  Francisco  Symphony 

•  Four  issues  of  The  Semaphore  to  keep  them  up 
to  date  on  neighborhood  and  city  issues,  what’s 
happening  on  the  Hill. 


THE  TELEGRAPH  HHI.  DWELLERS 
FOR  ALL  RESIDENTS,  PROPERTY  OWNERS,  AND  FRIENDS  OF  THD 


Name _ Spouse/Partner _ 

Residence  Address _ 

City  Zip 

Home  Phone _ Office  Phone _ 

Hill  Resident?  □  Yes,  since _  □  No 

Property  Owner  on  the  Hill?  □  Yes  □  No 

Location  of  Property _ 

□  New  Member  □  Friend  of  THD  (Neither  resident  or  owner) 

Membership  dues  are  $12.00  per  member,  $24.00  per  couple. 

Effective  1/1/90  membership  dues  are  $15.00  per  member,  $30  per  couple. 

Please  mail  this  card  with  dues  to: 

The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers,  Box  330159,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


JUIIUS 

CASXIE 

1541  Montgomery  St.  Son  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  Son  Francisco  Boy 

Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine.  | 

elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits  | 

with  unsurpassed  views  in  on  intimate  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday*  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 

All  major  credit  cards  accepted.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 


For  reservations  please  call  362-3042 


Embarcadero  Freeway  Challenge 

October  17  changed  the  future  of  San  Francisco 
waterfront.  The  city  has  been  given  a  chance 
to  stop  and  re-evaluate  the  totality  of  the  pro¬ 
blems.  James  Roberts,  chief  of  Caltrans  divi¬ 
sion  of  structures  said,  “It  is  the  Embarcadero 
Freeway  that  we  are  worried  about  the  most. 
There’s  a  pretty  good  chance  it  would  do  the 
same  thing  Interstate  880  did’  ’  in  another  large 
quake.  L.  Thomas  Ibbin,  executive  director  of 
the  California  Seismic  Safety  Commission,  sup¬ 
ported  Roberts’  view.  The  Embarcadero 
Freeway  was  built  on  filled  land  that  suffered 
extensive  damage  during  the  1906  earthquake. 
The  underlying  fill  is  ‘  ‘far  deeper  and  of  lower 
quality  that  the  Cypress  area.’  ’  (S.F.  Chronicle, 
10/21/89).  After  the  quake  he  inspected  10  of 
the  Embarcadero’s  concrete  columns  and  saw 
deep  diagonal  cracks  in  half  of  the  pillars  just 
below  the  second  deck.  TDbin’s  assessment  was 
echoed  by  bridge  engineering  expert,  Robert 
Mayes.  ‘  ‘If  the  quake  had  continued  for  another 
5  seconds,  we  think  the  Embarcadero  Freeway 
I  would  have  failed .  In  the  event  of  a  major  after¬ 

shock  it  would  be  in  imminent  danger  of  col¬ 
lapse,  and  the  same  is  true  for  T280.’’  (S.F. 
Chronicle,  10/21/89).  Officials  have  also 
reported  that  the  fill  under  the  freeway  drop¬ 
ped  4  inches. 

We  are  fortunate  that  the  7.1  temblor  has 
alerted  officials  to  the  danger  of  double-decked 
freeways  built  to  the  engineering  standards  of 
the  50 ’s.  We  are  now  faced  with  important 
choices  and  real  alternatives.  The  Caltrans 
study  (to  be  completed  by  June  1990)  may 
prove  that  the  Embarcadero  Freeway  should 
be  removed,  or  that  it  can  be  retrofitted  and 
strengthened  sufficiently  —  but  at  great  cost. 
However  there  is  no  such  thing  as  ‘  ‘earthquake- 
proof’  ’  and  we  are  repeatedly  warned  that  the 
“big  one’’  is  yet  to  come. 
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Another  viable  alternative  is  The  Embarcadero 


Parkway  at  ground  level.  This  project  which 
has  reached  final  planning  and  soon  will  be 
built,  includes  not  only  connections  to  1-280  at 
6th  St.  via  King  Blvd. ,  a  spacious  Embarcadero 
Parkway  with  new  on  and  off  ramps  at  Howard 
and  Folsom  accessing  the  Bay  Bridge  and  101, 
a  left  turn  lane  at  Washington  to  serve 
Chinatown’s  needs  ais  well  as  the  turns  already 
planned  at  Broadway  and  Bay.  If  we  are  to 
recapture  the  economic  well-being  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  waterfront,  provide  ready  access  to  a 
variety  of  business  communities  and  protect 
our  safety  and  that  of  our  tourists,  now  is  our 
one  opportunity  to  remove  the  Embarcadero 
Freeway.  San  Francisco  can  learn  from  its 
mistakes.  Let’s  never  say  we  missed  our  chance. 

Nancy  Katz 


Calling  All  Volunteers 

The  Semaphore  ad  staff  is  down  to  a  few  lone¬ 
ly  souls.  We  are  looking  for  THD  members  to 
join  us. 

If  you  enjoy  shopping  in  the  neighborhood  and 
like  people,  you  would  probably  be  a  terrific 
ad  salesperson.  The  job  involves  a  few  hours 
work  each  quarter. 

Contact  Steve  Hord  at  781-1117  if  interested. 
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aoministrativk  Con«ui_tant 


433  Green  Street  no.  a 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  9AI33 

(415)  7S1-04S6 


Theodore  Brown  &  Partners  Inc 

950  Battery  Street 

Architecture 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 
Tel  415  986  0101 

Fax  415  986  5412 

Interior  Design 

Planning 

•M 

Theodore  W  Brown 

- 

Architect,  President 

/California 

/Securities 

/Corp. 

/  Gold  Futures 

/  Stephen  Y.  Hord 

/  Stock  Index  Futures 

/  Account  Executive  / 

Variable  Annuities 

/  50  Alta  Street 

/San  Francisco.  CA  94133 

415  /  781-1117 

Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


22  BATTERY  STREET.  SUITE  800 
(415)  986-6652  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94111 
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cadci  s 


Levi's  Plaza 
1475  Sansome  St. 
San  Francisco.  CA. 
781-8200 


HEADERS  CLEANERS 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 
Services 

Paula  Meaders  Kearn 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RECLAMATORI 


Embarcadero: 

A  Study  in  Movement 

The  Embarcadero  is  possibly  the  only 
walkway  in  the  world  where  one,  as  a 
pedestrian,  can  be  run  over  by: 

A  walker. 

Jogger, 

Hand  truck. 

Bicyclist  {messenger  type). 

Tricyclist 

(she  almost  hit  me,  but  with  a  smile), 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 


Moped, 

Motorcyclist, 

Rickshaw  (a  real  hazard) 

Forklift 

Mover’s  dolly. 

Roller  skater. 

Skate  boarder. 

Car, 

Truck, 


TOWER  LAUNDROMAT 

ONE  STOP  SERVICE 
Dry  Clean  •  Finish  Shirts 
Wash,  Dry  &  Fold 

Monday  to  Saturday  421-2021 

1800  Stockton  Street  at  Greenwich 


Street  sweeper. 

Or  wheel  chair. 

It  is  a  study  in  movement. 
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Anonymous 


Next  Semaphore  Editor: 

Please  Apply 

Half  an  hour  after  the  earthquake,  I  was  deliver¬ 
ing  Semaphores. 

The  Semaphore  is  like  a  highly  demanding  child 
with  definite  needs,  mostly  time  related.  Earth¬ 
quake  or  not,  I  had  to  take  care  of  the  Semaphore. 

But  along  with  its  claims  on  my  time,  like  any 
child,  the  Semaphore  has  given  me  great  pleasure. 
I  have  met  what  seems  like  all  the  Hill  through 
it,  learned  a  great  deal  about  city  government, 
and  developed  wonderful  friendships  with  that 
individualized,  sometimes  cantankerous,  always 
interesting  group  of  people,  the  THD  Board. 

Now,  however,  after  four  years  I  feel  it  is  time  for 
the  Semaphore  and  I  to  part  ways.  But  like  any 
mother,  I  want  to  ensure  my  child  a  good  future. 
I  am  looking  for  another  editor  to  take  over  when 
my  term  ends  in  the  spring. 

Qualifications  include  an  ability  to  write,  edit,  and 
get  along  with  people. 

Producing  the  Semaphore  each  quarter  requires 
a  great  deal  of  time,  but  the  resulting  friendships 
and  knowledge  about  the  neighborhood  more 
than  make  up  for  the  lost  time.  If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  becoming  editor,  please  give  me  a  call 
at  392-4081. 

Cheryl  Bentley 


Burglars 

Were  you  also  a  bit  shaky  the  night  after  the  ear¬ 
thquake  and  went  to  bed  half  dressed  with  a 
flashlight  under  the  pillow?  At  least,  I  did.  Final¬ 
ly  I  fell  asleep  to  be  awakened  by  the  phone  at 
3  am.  My  new  neighbor  was  very  upset.  Two 
policemen  were  standing  on  his  deck  trying  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  burglar  that  kept  crawling 
around  on  the  roof. 

The  burglar  was  short  and  small  —  it  was  a  rac¬ 
coon  trying  to  get  over  to  a  fig  tree. 

What  a  relief. 


(415)  391-1290 


FRANCO  R  BRUNO 
NORMA  GIULIANI 


AT  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 
1600  STOCKTON  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 


296-7355 

1458  GRANT  AVE.  (AT  UNION) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133 


Maud  Hallin 


Fine  Pastries  Food  Espresso  Cappuccino 


Oakvwood  roasted  Coffees 

348  COLUMBUS  ave. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94 1 33  (41  5)  397-0435 


MIME 

19  Maiden  Lane.  San  Francisca  CA  9-4108 

A  San  Francisco  tradition  located  in 
fashionable  Maiden  Lane  off  Union 
Square,  featuring  Northern  Italian 
cuisine  vvith  Continental  service. 
A  favorite  before  and  after 
the  theatre  for  dining  and 
cocktails  since  1955. 

Lunch  Monday*  Saturday 
11:30-4:00 

Dinner  5:00-10:30  nightly 
Private  parties  accommodating 
up  to  150  people. 


For  reservations  please  call  362'8133- 
All  mafor  credit  cards  accepte4 


u.s. 

Restaurant 


431  Columbus  Avenue  /  1434  Stockton  Street 
Sen  Fnncisco,  CetUomie  94133 
(415)  362-6251 


Another  Telegraph  Hill 
Where  Were  You 

I  was  typically  in  Caffe  Trieste  sketching.  Some 
tourist  businessmen  were  sitting  at  the  table 
next  to  me  when  I  felt  the  beginning  of  the 
rumble.  Instinctively  -  if  not  according  to  the 
code  for  how  to  act  during  an  earthquake  — 
I  bolted  up  and  outside  to  the  street.  A  friend 
grabbed  hold  of  me.  We  quaked  and  shaked, 
and  the  earth  got  a  little  rolfing.  I  said,  “It’s 
happening.’’  My  adrenalin  was  pumping. 

As  fast  it  began,  it  was  over.  Hundreds  of  peo¬ 
ple  from  Grant  Avenue  all  the  way  up  from 
Vallejo  to  Greenwich  poured  on  to  the  street 
clamoring  in  Portuguese,  Chinese,  English, 
Arabic,  and  Italian.  I  remember  seeing  the  il¬ 
lusion  of  our  separate  existences  and  ways  of 
living  instantly  crumbling.  We  were  all  just  a 
frightened  and  grateful  group  of  humanity, 
small  and  powerless  compared  to  the  power  of 
earthly  forces. 

David  Wise 


Quake 

After  the  power  came  back  on  Thursday  after¬ 
noon,  I  went  through  the  apartment  and  reset 
the  clocks  and  timers.  Sometime  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  I  was  awakened  by  the  sound  of 
church  bells  ringing.  I  sat  up  in  a  panic  wonder¬ 
ing:  ‘  ‘What  now?’ ’  When  I  looked  out  the  win¬ 
dow,  however,  the  streets  were  quiet  and 
nothing  was  happening.  The  church  bells  simp¬ 
ly  hadn’t  been  reset.  It  will  be  a  while  before 
we  sleep  soundly  again. 
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Catherine  Donnelly 


Telegraph  Hill  Bulletin 

No.  6  November  1957 

David  Myricky  Correspondent 

Bulletin  No.  6  reported  on  the  plans  for  the 
renovation  of  Washington  Square  with  the 
welcome  news  that  our  own  Doug  Baylis,  land¬ 
scape  architecture  consultant,  had  been 
chosen  to  work  out  the  final  model.  Rec/Park 
had  $40,000,  raised  with  a  bond  issue,  for  the 
basics  but  trees,  playground,  benches  —  the 
amenities  —  were  up  to  Telegraph  Hill  and 
North  Beach  citizens. 

The  Washington  Square  Art  Festival  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  spite  of  heavy  rain,  and  ended  with 
the  Fourth  Annual  Hillarities,  a  fund  raiser  for 
THD. 

The  undergrounding  of  utilities  was  preceding 
on  upper  Mongtomery  Street  to  the  delight  of 
the  residents  and  the  despair  of  drivers  wishing 
to  park  there. 

75  trees  had  been  planted  during  1957  and 
every  one  thrived.  The  program  was 
spearheaded  by  Dorothy  Erskine  and  Clarisse 
Meyer  and  their  future  plans  called  for  one 
added  block  of  trees  per  year. 

The  Old  Spaghetti  Factory  Cafe  and  Excelsior 
Coffee  House  celebrated  its  first  birthday,  run 
by  Fred  Kuh  and  Jim  Silverman.  At  that  time 
it  also  included  the  Brighton  Express.  Literary 
readings  were  held  there  and  on  the  first  Thurs¬ 
day  of  every  month  there  was  a  Hayakawa  bull 
session  on  semantics. 

There  were  a  number  of  ads  for  living  space 
on  the  Hill.  Offering  prices  ranged  from  a  limit 
of  $175  for  three  lawyers  planning  to  share  to 
$50  for  a  single  working  girl. 


AMERICAN  EATS 


373  B'WAY  SAN  FRANCISCO 94133  415.391, 7524 


RESTAURANT 

347G«ary  Street  San  Franaaca  CA  94102 


San  Francisco  Traditional  Italian 
style  cuisine  with  exhibition 
cooking,  located  in  the  heart  of 
Union  Square  adjacent  to  the 
theatre  distnct 

Open  for  breakfast,  lunch,  dinner, 
and  cocktails  daily  from 
7:00  am  to  1:00  am 


For  reservations  please  cell  980-6733. 
All  mator  credit  cards  accepted. 


The  Historian 
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Earthquake  Photos 

photos  by  Rod  Freebairn-Smith 


Geno  and  Carlo  “regulars”  (by  hurricane  lamp)  the  morning  after 


Lines  at  Rossi’s  on  Vallejo.  Dark  store  admitting  customers  one  by  one. 


WANTED ! 

LOCATIONS  FOR  PLANTING  STREET 
TREES  ON  TELEGRAPH  HILL 

•  TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  THE 
URBAN  FOREST  WILL  PLANT  A  TREE  IN  FRONT  OF 
YOUR  BUILDING. 

•  WE  NEED  TREE  LOCATIONS  AND  THE  PROPERTY 
OWNER’S  CONSENT. 

•  WE  WILL  PLANT  STREET  TREES  IN  THE  SPRING  OF  1990. 

•  THERE  IS  A  SUBSTANTIAL  REWARD  —  THE  GREENING 
OF  TELEGRAPH  HILL  AND  A  GREAT  AFTER  PLANTING 
PARTY. 

•  CALL  982-4850  WITH  TREE  LOCATIONS  AND  IDEAS  OR 
SEND  IN  THIS  CARD  TO  BOB  &  MIA  MORRILL,  576 
GREEN,  94133 


Let ’s  Join  Together  To  Green  Up  The  Hill! 

Name _ 

Address _ 

Phone  # _ 

Location  of  Proposed  Tree: _ 

Owner’s  Name  _ 

Owner’s  Phone  # _ 


Personal  Observations: 

October  17,  1989 

I  was  home  when  the  quake  struck,  in  my  lit¬ 
tle  apartment  at  the  end  of  lower  Alta.  As  the 
shaking  intensified  I  crouched  in  an  interior 
doorway.  My  elderly  Siamese  ran  around  howl¬ 
ing  as  only  a  Siamese  can,  and  I  remember 
thinking  that  if  the  shaking  continued  the 
building  would  start  to  break  up.  Immediately 
after  the  earthquake  not  a  dog  barked,  and 
there  was  not  a  peep  (pardon  the  pun)  out  of 
the  birds,  but  every  burglar  alarm  in  the 
neighborhood  went  off. 

Down  below  in  Levi  Plaza,  a  group  of  kids  was 
rehearsing  for  a  show.  They  uncertainly  re¬ 
sumed  their  rehearsal  after  the  quake  until  a  s 
policeman  drove  by  and  ordered  them  to  clear 
the  area  because  of  the  danger  of  collapse  of 
some  of  the  old  brick  buildings. 

People  were  congregated  up  at  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  Union  and  Montgomery,  watching  that 
column  of  smoke  rising  out  of  the  Marina, 
backlit  by  the  setting  sun.  Speedy’s  New  Union 
Grocery  sold  out  of  ice,  candles  and  batteries 
in  about  ten  minutes. 

A  friend  hiked  up  from  the  Financial  District 
when  he  couldn’t  get  home  to  the  East  Bay.  We 
walked  down  to  North  Beach,  which  was 
blacker  than  the  pit  of  hell  with  all  the  lights 
off.  Muni  buses  were  stopped  in  their  tracks, 
and  emergency  vehicles  shrieked  by  in  the 
smoke-filled  night. 

Eventually  my  friend  and  I  ended  up  in  front 
of  the  Beethoven  Restaurant  with  a  small  group 
of  quake-shaken  souls,  drinking  cheap  red  wine 
out  of  hock  glasses  and  listening  to  quake  news 
on  the  radio  of  a  Mercedes  convertible  parked 
at  the  curb.  I  looked  at  my  friend  and  made 
some  inane  comment  on  this  being  a  ‘very  San 
Francisco’  way  to  cope  with  the  earthquake. 


My  assessment  of  this  earthquake  is:  if  this 
wasn’t  the  ‘big  one,’  it  was  big  enough! 

Diana  Gay  nor 


Earthquake  Story 

I  fled  up  the  Hill  from  where  I  work  in  the 
Financial  District  picturing  my  third  story  flat 
(which  teeters  on  stilts  over  Green  St.)  falling 
slap  on  my  car  and  proceeding  down  Mont¬ 
gomery  St.  Maybe  I’d  run  into  it  midway. 

Incredulously,  not  a  picture  was  askew. 

So,  I  ran  to  Speedy’s  for  supplies.  Then  to  Coit 
Tbwer. 

Water,  groceries  and  candles  at  hand,  at  sunset 
I  poured  myself  a  shot  of  Tfequilla  then  con¬ 
sidered  the  couple  upstairs  could  use  some  too. 
They  countered  with  a  half  dozen  bottles  of 
champagne  left  over  from  a  party,  so  we  sat 
on  the  roof  in  lawn  chairs  eating  hors  d ’oeuvres 
and  drinking  (not  sipping)  champagne,  and 
listening  to  the  devastation  accounts  on  a  can¬ 
vas  radio.  The  TransAm  building  loomed  in 
front  of  us  like  a  burnt  out  candle  and  smoke 
from  the  Marina  gently  blew  in  with  the  fog. 
Two  Marin  refugees  joined  us.  My  fiance  final¬ 
ly  showed  up.  He’d  been  at  an  end  of  the  world 
party  at  Bricks  —  but  left  when  the  world  just 
kept  going  on. 
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Kathleen  Cannon 


Membership 

Telegraph  Hill  has  a  mobile  population.  New 
residents  come  to  the  hill  and  THD  members 
move  away.  We  need  to  reach  the  new  residents 
to  keep  up  our  membership.  You  can  help.  Do 
you  have  a  new  neighbor?  Give  him  or  her  a 
membership  in  THD  for  Christmas.  This  is  a 
perfect  welcome  to  the  neighborhood.  For  your 
convenience,  a  facsimile  of  the  membership 
card  has  been  printed  in  this  issue  of  the 
Semaphore.  Just  send  it  to  THD,  P.O.  Box 


330159,  or  to  me.  Dues  will  increase  to  $15  per 
person,  $30  per  couple  on  January  1 , 1990;  un¬ 
til  then,  the  cost  is  $12  per  person  and  $24  per 
couple. 

The  following  new  members  have  joined  THD 
since  the  last  issue  of  the  Semaphore:  Audie 
Chason,  Jean  Driscoll,  Diana  Gay  nor.  Bob  Use, 
Sally  Saia,  Thomas  A.  Shaw,  Nancy  Ellen  Stoltz, 
Bruce  Steir,  M.D.,  Esterina  Tbcalino,  Barbara 
Geyer,  Karen  Frerichs,  and  Joan  Wood. 

Catherine  Donnelly 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
1 5 1 2  Stockton  Street  (415)392-1700 


FRESH! 


Homemade  Pasta 
Fish  from  the  * 

Pacific  :  - 

Serving  continuously  from  11:30  tp  l:45.im  Grant  and  \/ai!e|0  Streets  (415)  434-2248 
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North  Beach  Alumni  Sought 


Washington  Square 
Bar/‘“«?Grill. 


'T" 


■ 

Wkshingttwi 

UnKwi 

Powell 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  Sc  Dinner 
1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 


CITY  LIGHTS 

Booksellers  &  Publishers 
261  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  362-8193 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 

Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 
24-Hour  Banking  Service 
Plus  Personal  Banking  Officers 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


In  anticipation  of  its  100th  Anniversary  in 
1990,  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center, 
located  at  660  Lombard  Street  in  North  Beach, 
is  hoping  to  trace  people  who  may  have 
worked  at  the  center  or  who  may  have  used 
its  varied  facilities  in  the  past.  The  center,  fond¬ 
ly  known  as  Tel-Hi,  has  provided  and  still  pro¬ 
vides  services  to  members  of  the  community, 
young  and  elderly  alike.  It  is  the  oldest  social 
services  agency  in  continuous  operation  in  the 
City.  An  ‘  ‘alumni’  ’  reunion  is  planned  for  1990. 

Originally  Tfel-Hi  was  located  atop  Tfelegraph 
Hill,  then  on  Stockton  Street  at  the  Maybeck 
Building  before  moving  to  its  current  location 
in  1951.  The  center  was  founded  by  Elizabeth 
Ashe  and  Alice  Griffith  in  1890  to  provide  a 
Vv^ell-baby  clinic  and  youth  programs.  In  the  ear¬ 
ly  years,  Tfel-Hi  assisted  immigrants  struggling 
with  language  problems,  as  well  as  newcomers 
to  San  Francisco.  During  the  Great  Earthquake 
and  Fire  of  1906,  Tfel-Hi  provided  emergency 
relief  from  tents  in  Washington  Square.  These 
days,  Tel-Hi  still  provides  services  to  im¬ 
migrants,  as  well  as  all  members  of  the 
economic  spectrum.  Much  of  its  work, 
however,  is  with  disadvantaged  youths  and 
young  mothers  at  the  North  Beach  Housing 
Project. 

For  information,  phone  673-3228,  or  write 
Tfelegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center,  660  Lom¬ 
bard  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133. 
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Business  News  and  Changes 

This  past  summer  North  Beach  merchants 
reorganized  and,  for  the  first  time  in  several 
years,  elected  a  full  board  of  officers  and  direc¬ 
tors.  The  new  president  is  Tony  Giovanzana 
(Coit  Liquors).  Other  officers  include  vice 
president  Luciano  Repetto  (Graffeo  Coffee), 
secretary  Anthony  Shafi  (Gypsy  North  Beach) 
and  treasurer  Walter  Pasture  (S.A.W. 
Entertainment) . 

Board  members  include  Jerry  Dal  Bozzo 
(Calzone’s),  Tom  Field  (San  Remo  Hotel), 
Gianfranco  Giotta  (Caffe  Trieste),  Mahmoud 
Khossoussi  (Maykadeh  and  Mo’s),  Gary 
Pallister  (Columbus  Books)  Angelo  Quaranta 
(Parking  Commissioner  and  owner  of  Allegro 
Restaurant),  Franco  Santucci  (Stella  Pastry) 
and  Father  Steve  Whelan  (Sts.  Peter  &  Paul 
Church).  Neighborhood  attorney  George  Wolff 
is  legal  counsel.  Founder  Marsha  Garland  con¬ 
tinues  as  adminstrator  and  public  relations 
director. 

Informational  and  networking  luncheons  are 
held  every  other  month  in  neighborhood 
restaurants,  to  date  North  Beach  Restaurant 
and  Gypsy.  In  September  SF  Chamber  of 
Commerce  president  Gerald  Newfarmer  was 
the  guest  speaker  and  in  November  Sue  Lee, 
Director  of  the  Small  Business  Advisory 
Commission,  was  the  guest.  The  public  is  in¬ 
vited  to  these  luncheons.  For  information,  call 
the  North  Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Hotline  at  673-2522. 

The  Helmand  is  a  river  in  Afghanistan;  it’s  also 
an  outstanding  and  elegant  restaurant  at  430 
Broadway.  Afghanistan,  according  to  Mike  Kar- 
zai,  owner  of  North  Beach’s  newest  restaurant, 
is  a  Central  Asian  country  which  borders 
China,  Pakistan,  Iran  and  Russia.  It  should  not 
be  considered  part  of  the  Middle  East  although 
it  often  is.  Afghani  cuisine,  however,  is  remmis- 
cent  of  several  Middle  Eastern  cuisines,  in- 


Viaorian  Charm  at  Reasonable  Rates  in 
the  Heart  of  North  Beach  and  Fisherman's  Wharf. 

Happy  , 
Holleys 

HOTEI^ 

2237  Mason,  San  Fnmdsco,  Califbmu  (415)  776-8688 
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eluding  Persian,  yet  its  aromatic  spices  recall 
Indian  cuisine  without  the  curry.  Decide  for 
yourself.  You’ll  no  doubt  agree  that  The  Hel- 
mand  is  a  valuable  addition  to  North  Beach’s 
culinary  reputation. 

Two  innovative  ways  to  deal  with  traffic  and 
parking  in  North  Beach  have  to  include  the 
limousine  service  offered  by  Calzone^s  and 
complimentary  valet  parking  now  available  for 
lunch  patrons  at  the  New  San  Remo 
Restaurant  at  2237  Mason  Street.  Calzone’s 
limo  operates  from  the  Hyatt  Regency  to  the 
restaurant  at  430  Columbus  for  lunch  and  din¬ 
ner.  Remember  the  New  San  Remo  is  one  of 
the  few  neighborhood  restaurants  with  ban¬ 
quet  facilities  for  small  family  celebrations  or 
large  business  lunches  or  dinners. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  San  Remo 
Hotel/New  San  Remo  Restaurant  building  at 
2237  Mason  survived  the  October  quake  with 
very  minimal  damage.  Both  businesses  are 
housed  in  the  lovely  late  Victorian  building 
financed  and  constructed  by  A.  P.  Giannini  in 
1906  immediately  after  the  Great  Earthquake 
and  Fire  as  lodgings  for  merchant  seamen  and 
dock  workers.  In  fact,  the  hotel  was  reported¬ 
ly  the  first  building  constructed  after  that 
temblor  and  conflagration. 

Kristina  Lentz,  owner  of  the  new  White  Oracle 
at  841  Columbus  Avenue,  describes  her  lovely 
shop  as  a  place  that  sells  gifts  of  beauty,  truth, 
light  and  fun,  which  encompass  books,  tapes, 
videos,  crystals,  minerals,  jewelry,  talismans, 
oils,  and  incense.  Kristina  also  offers  readings 
and  healings  by  appointment  and  plans  to  start 
classes  in  the  metaphysical  arts  soon.  For  those 
of  you  who  still  miss  the  old  Mystic  Eye  on 
Broadway  here  is  something  even  better. 

Slips  is  a  new  retail/wholesale  business  at  1543 
Grant  Avenue  operated  by  interior  designers/ 
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consultants  Louise  LaPalme  and  Sammy 
Rosenzweig.  Slips  manufactures  slip  covers  for 
all  kinds  of  chairs,  re-designs  living  and  office 
spaces,  and  offers  consultations  on  how  to  use 
space  effectively.  They  also  sell  home 
furnishings. 

Susie  Kate’s  Restaurant  at  2330  Taylor 
displays  good  humor  by  selling  Rolling  Rock 
Beer  at  half  price  in  these  post-quake  times. 
This  fine  American  restaurant  also  features 
free  appetizers,  including  its  scrumptuous  grit 
balls.  By  the  way  Susie  Kate’s  is  celebrating 
the  200th  anniversary  of  that  distinctively 
American  beverage  from  the  South  —  Bourbon 
Whiskey.  Stop  by  and  check  out  Susie  Kate’s 
‘  ‘old’  ’  selection.  Bourbon  drinkers  50  and  older 
can  celebrate  the  200th  anniversary  of  bour¬ 
bon  at  the  special  anniversary  price  of  200 
cents  a  jigger  through  1989. 

Any  remarks  that  may  have  been  considered 
disparaging  about  Original  Buffalo  Wings 
when  it  opened  a  few  months  ago  at  663  Union 
Street  are  withdrawn.  Owners  Suzanne  and 
Doug  Abbot  very  carefully  researched  their 
market  and  found  that  North  Beach  could  well 
handle  a  third  chicken  restaurant  in  a  small 
area.  The  Abbotts  are  delightful  people  and 
welcome  visits  from  neighborhood  residents. 
Their  prices  are  very  affordable  and  kids  love 
their  hamburgers. 

The  members  of  the  North  Beach  Chamber 
of  Commerce  urge  all  North  Beach  residents 
to  join  us  in  a  postcard  campaign.  Drop  a  line 
to  friends  be  they  in  Walnut  Creek  or 
Kalamazoo,  London  or  Cairo.  Tbll  them  we  are 
not  lying  in  ruins  and  that  we  welcome  their 
visits  to  our  wonderful  city.  And  remember 
North  Beach  is  fortunate  enough  to  have  its 
very  own  postcard  palace.  Quantity  Postcards 
at  1441  Grant  Avenue  to  assist  you  in  finding 
just  the  right  image  of  San  Francisco. 

With  only  a  few  exceptions,  merchants  in 


North  Beach  outdid  themselves  immediately 
after  the  October  17  earthquake.  Without  elec¬ 
tricity,  and  god  forbid,  cappuccino  machines, 
businesses  managed  to  brew  coffee  for 
neighborhood  residents  who  didn’t  have  gas  or 
electricity.  Good  reports  on  Caffe  Malvina  and 
Gino’s  Gelateria  (which  also  served  com¬ 
plimentary  spaghetti),  as  well  as  merchants  like 
Victoria  Pastry  which  gave  pies,  cakes  and 
goodies  to  our  hard  working  police  force  at 
Central  Station. 

The  long  range,  trickle  down,  economic  effects 
of  the  earthquake  have  the  potential  of  bring¬ 
ing  disaster  of  a  different  kind  to  our  fair  city. 
Immediately  after  the  earthquake  business 


was  off  75-90%.  Survival  for  businesses  in 
North  Beach  is  dependent  upon  neighborhood 
residents,  tourists  and  Greater  Bay  Area 
residents.  Loss  of  neighborhood  businesses  and 
increased  unemployment  are  only  two  of  the 
issues  the  business  community  currently  faces. 
Please  tell  your  north  bound  commuting 
friends  to  avoid  gridlock  by  stopping  in  North 
Beach  for  dinner.  Neighborhood  residents  are 
urged  more  than  ever  to  shop  and  dine  at 
neighborhood  businesses.  Now  is  the  time  to 
truly  band  together. 

Marsha  Garland 
North  Beach  Chamber 
of  Commerce 


SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO  AND  TELEGRAPH  HILL  SINCE  1937 


BANK  OF  CANTON 


OF  CALIFOANIA 


OUR  LOW  COST  CREDIT  CARDS  SAVE  YOU  MONEY! 

14%  A.P.R.* 

5  Bay  Area  branches  to  serve  you. 

NORTH  BEACH  LOCATION  HEAD  OFFICE 

1301  Stockton  Street  555  Montgomery  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  San  Francisco,  CA  94111 

Tel:  989-4088  Member  FDIC 

Branch  Manager,  Larry  Chui  "subject  to  change 
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San  Francisco,  California  94133 
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August  —  Motions  Passed 

•  That  THD  support  a  .5%  sales  tax  (60%  of  that 
portion  to  go  to  transit). 

August  —  Motions  Denied 

•  None 

September  —  Motions  Passed 

•  None 

September  —  Motions  Denied 

•  None 

October  —  Motions  Passed 

•  None 

October  —  Motions  Denied 

•  None 

November  —  Motions  Passed 

•  Ib  support  tearing  down  the  Embarcadero 
Freeway 

November  —  Motions  Denied 

•  None 

FATEVI  MEMBRO  DEL 
“TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS^ 

M 

JOIN  THE  THD 


Crime  Committee  —  Safe  Update 

The  burglar  whose  activities  were  described 
in  the  SAFE  article  in  the  October  Semaphore 
appeared  in  court  in  mid-November.  Faced 
with  witneses  from  the  neighborhood,  he 
pleaded  guilty  to  first  degree  burglary  and  will 
be  sentenced  to  4  years.  The  investigating  of¬ 
ficers  complimented  us  on  our  SAFE  program 
and  said  it  had  been  extremely  helpful  in  put¬ 
ting  together  a  solid  case  against  this 
individual. 

Catherine  Donnelly 


Joyce  Jones 
Personal  Assistant 

Checkbook  balancing,  insurance  form 
filing,  correspondence,  errands, 
arrangements,  household  management, 
home/office  organization,  and  much  more. 
Reasonable.  Excellent  references.  282-5730. 


Crime  Statistics,  Telegraph  Hill 

Aug  —  Oct 


Type 

1988 

1989 

%  Change 

Homicide 

0 

0 

Rape 

0 

0 

Robbery 

9 

15 

Assault 

38 

32 

Burglary 

50 

32 

Theft 

139 

149 

Auto  Theft 

31 

31 

Other 

179 

202 

TOTAL 

446 

461 

3.36% 

TOTAL  MAJOR* 

267 

259 

-3.00% 

^Homicide,  Rape, 

Robbery 

Assault,  Burglary, 

Grand/Petty  Theft,  Auto  Theft,  Purse  Snatch 


COLUMBUS  NPH  MARIN 

SAVINGS  mj  SAVINGS 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


“We  Serve  People  with  People” 


480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
415/433-6110 


TRATroRrA 


i  Contadina 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

1800  Mason  at  Union  St.,  San  Francisco.  CA  94133  (415)  982-5728 
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Semaphore  Staff 
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Cheryl  Bentley 

Business  Manager 
Eric  Johnson 

Advertising  Coordinator 

Melissa  Crowley 

Ad  Staff 

Rozell  Overmire 
Steve  Hord 

Typesetting 
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Michael  L.  Steingraber 

Resident  &  Member  of  THD 

"Complimentary  Market  Analysis  of  Your  Property" 


1892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555  office 
(415)  391-8089  residence 


OWNER 


ITALIAN  WOOD-FIRED 
CHICKEN  ROnSSERIE 

Take  Out 

Home  Delivery  by  ‘Waiters  on  Wheels” 

495-2833 


659  UNION  ST.  •  SAN  FRANQSCO,  CA  94133  •  (415)  4344472 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RECLAMATORI 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 
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Captain  Thomas  F.  Murphy 


The  San  Francisco  Police  Department  has  an 
Event  Manual  outlining  procedures  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  extreme  emergencies  and  unusual 
situations.  It  is  required  reading  for  every  of¬ 
ficer  over  the  rank  of  sergeant.  Even  so,  Cap¬ 
tain  Tbm  Murphy  was  not  expecting  to  have  his 
leadership  skills  tested  by  a  major  earthquake 
so  soon  after  taking  command  at  Central  Sta¬ 
tion.  After  26^2  years  on  the  force,  most  of 
which  were  spent  at  the  Hall  of  Justice  in  the 
Crime  Lab,  Captain  Murphy  came  to  Central 
Station  just  six  months  ago.  A  demonstration 
in  the  Financial  District  or  a  shootout  in  the 
Tenderloin  might  have  been  more  likely 
scenarios  for  mobilization  of  Central’s  129 
employees  before  October  17,  1989. 

“It  was  a  great  experience  for  me,’’  says  Cap¬ 
tain  Murphy.  ‘  ‘just  seeing  how  people  in  the 
community  and  here  at  the  station  pulled 
together  to  get  the  job  done.  But  it  didn’t  come 
as  any  great  surprise  to  me,  because  in  my  short 
time  here  I’ve  noticed  that  the  people  of 
Tbiegraph  Hill,  in  the  Chinese  community,  and 
even  in  the  Tbnderloin  always  look  out  for  each 
other,  and  that’s  especially  evident  in  times  of 
crisis.  Here  at  the  station,  we  had  people  bring¬ 
ing  food  to  the  officers  and  inspectors  who 
were  working  twelve-hour  shifts.  Others  just 
pitched  in  and  directed  traffic  at  every  in¬ 
tersection  right  after  the  quake,  when  power 
was  out  and  the  streets  were  filled  with 
panicky  commuters.  Even  down  in  the 
Tfenderloin,  where  people  aren’t  particularly 
supportive  of  the  police,  residents  were  trying 
to  help  out,  getting  people  out  of  damaged 
buildings  and  assisting  with  relocation.  The 
cooperative  effort  between  the  community 
and  the  police  was  great.’’ 


2237  MASON  ST.,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94133 


The  New  San  Remo 
Restaurant  is  now  open  for  lunch 
Tuesday  -  Friday 
11:30  am  -  2:00  pm. 

Small  and  large  banquet  rooms. 

Complimentary  Valet  Parking 
for  lunch  patrons. 

Free  glass  of  wine 
with  this  ad. 


Restaurant  a  Antipasti  Bar 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a  m. 


Corner  of  Union  a  Powell 


Telephone  4  34-2900 

FREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 


Captain  Murphy  had  high  praise  for  his  officers, 
many  of  whom  had  gone  home  for  the  day,  but 
turned  around  and  came  back  to  the  station. 
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“It  wasn’t  easy  for  them,’’  he  said,  “because 
quite  a  number  live  in  the  East  Bay,  and  with 
the  Bay  Bridge  out  they  had  a  hard  time  get¬ 
ting  back  to  The  City.  And  they  stayed  on  the 
job  as  long  as  necessary  until  the  situation 
stabilized,  though  they  were  worried  about 
their  homes  and  families.  It  was  difficult  to  re¬ 
main  calm  and  focus  on  the  Job  at  hand  under 
those  circumstances,  but  every  one  of  them 
gave  100  percent.’’ 

According  to  Captain  Murphy,  the  department 
takes  a  great  deal  of  heat  because  so  many  of 
its  members  live  outside  The  City,  reducing 
their  chances  of  being  readily  available  in  an 
emergency.  But  Murphy  is  quick  to  point  out 
that  99%  of  Central  Station’s  personnel  were 
recalled  within  three  hours  of  the  quake. 

‘  ‘They  came  in  carrying  duffel  bags  filled  with 
clothes  and  bedding,’’  he  said,  “because  they 
figured  they  were  going  to  be  in  for  a  long  haul. 
They  slept  on  cots  at  the  Policy  Academy,  or 
in  their  cars  here  at  the  station.  Their  response 
was  gratifying,  and  I’m  very  proud  of  them.’’ 

In  addition  to  extra  police  officers  and  staff  on 
duty,  the  station  also  served  as  communica¬ 
tions  center  for  the  New  York  Times  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  staff,  who  had  been  rousted  by  the  ear¬ 
thquake  from  their  Financial  District  offices. 
Captain  Murphy  keeps  a  copy  of  the  October 
18,  1989  Times,  produced  in  part  from  stories 
phoned  in  from  Central  Station,  on  a  corner 
of  his  desk. 

Captain  Murphy  was  as  surprised  as  anyone  by 
the  absence  of  looting  after  the  earthquake. 
He  feels  that  increased  police  presence  during 
the  power  outage  helped  keep  crimes  such  as 
looting  to  a  minimum.  He  also  attributes  the 
decrease  in  crime  in  general  after  the  quake 
to  shock.  ‘  ‘Criminals  were  in  the  same  position 
as  the  rest  of  us,  wondering  what  was  going  to 
happen  next  and  worrying  about  families.  Peo- 
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pie  were  frightened  and  subdued  in  the  first 
hours  after  the  quake,  and  by  the  time  the  bad 
guys  began  to  have  thoughts  about  stealing,  our 
recall  was  in  effect  and  we  had  more  officers 
on  the  street  than  ever.  Surprisingly,  the  crime 
rate  has  continued  to  stay  down.  The 
Tbnderloin  is  still  in  disarray  because  so  many 
people  have  been  displaced  by  damage  to  their 
buildings,  and  the  Broadway  area  is  quiet 
because  the  Embarcadero  Freeway  is  closed. 
Most  of  the  people  who  came  to  cruise  Broad¬ 
way,  or  just  to  hang  out  and  make  drug  deals 
came  from  outside  The  City,  and  now  it’s  less 
convenient  for  them  to  get  here.’  ’ 

Captain  Murphy  is  a  San  Francisco  native:  he 
grew  up  in  the  Sunset  and  attended  St.  Ignatius 
and  City  College  before  moving  on  to  Cal  State 
Sacramento  for  further  Public  Adminstration 
studies.  He  took  his  Masters  degree  in  Public 
Administration  from  USC  in  1979.  He  now  lives 
in  Mill  Valley  with  his  wife  of  16  years,  Anita, 
and  their  teenaged  sons,  Kevin,  age  15  and 
Brian,  14.  His  concerns  for  The  City  and  the 
Bay  Area  are  those  of  a  lifelong  resident,  and 
he  is  impressed  by  the  commitment  and 
organization  of  the  people  in  Central  Station’s 
jurisdiction.  He  says  that  the  police  department 
is  currently  working  with  the  Tfelegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center  to  form  linkages  with 
tenants  of  the  troubled  Bay  Street  Projects  to 
make  inroads  in  the  war  on  drugs.  Captain  Mur¬ 
phy  says  the  best  thing  about  Hill  people  is  that 
they  don’t  just  write  letters  and  moan.  ‘  ‘When 
it  came  time  to  do  the  work,’  ’  he  says,  ‘  ‘they’re 
ready.’  ’ 

Iblegraph  Hill  came  through  the  earthquake 
in  fine  form,  partly  because  it  is  built  on  rock, 
and  partly  because  of  the  resourcefulness  of 
its  people.  When  asked  for  advice  on  how 
residents  can  better  prepare  for  another  earth¬ 
quake,  Captain  Murphy  had  this  to  say:  ‘  ‘A  big¬ 
ger  quake  will  cause  significantly  greater  pro¬ 
perty  damage,  and  power  will  be  disrupted  for 


longer  periods  of  time.  More  fires  like  those  in 
the  Marina  would  stretch  the  limits  of  the  Fire 
Deparment,  so  the  goal  of  the  individual  should 
be  fire  prevention.  Know  where  your  gas  valve 
is  located  and  know  how  to  turn  it  off,  so  that 
the  next  big  fire  doesn’t  happen  at  your  house. 
The  Office  of  Emergency  Services  has  infor¬ 
mation  pamphlets  available,  and  emergency  in¬ 
structions  from  PG&E  are  located  on  page  B-9 
in  the  white  pages  of  your  telephone  directory. 
We  can  deal  with  almost  anything;  crime, 
power  outages,  no  water  —  but  not  fire.  Pro¬ 
tect  yourself  and  your  home  by  being 
prepared.” 

Captain  Murphy  feels  that  cooperation  and 
communication  between  residents  and  the 
police  is  essential,  and  encourages  people  to 
call  if  they  have  problems.  June  Fraps  is  District 
Community  Relations  Coordinator  for  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department.  Central  Station 
holds  regular  community  meetings  at  which  a 
number  of  neighborhood  issues  are  discussed, 
and  Captain  Murphy  would  like  to  see  more 
residents  show  up  for  these  meetings.  Call  of¬ 
ficer  John  Meek  at  553-1532  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  next  meeting,  and  to  get  on  the 
mailing  list. 

Diana  Gaynor 


(415)  986-0107  TUocva  £lsa 

(TAUAN  RESTAURANT,  PIZZA 
AND  CAPE 

Open  11  a.m.  —  11  p.m.  except  Sunday 
4  p.m.  —  11  p.m.  Sunday  Closed  Monday 
Carry-out  and  deliver 

720  Columbus  Ave. 
ANGELO  PIRRONE  San  Francisco  94133 


"Speedy'S  « 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


301  Union  Street 

Cornar  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


Open 

7 

Days 

OTIO 

ReSTAURANT  *  BAJt 

LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 

Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 
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